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WOMAN. 


The right education of this sex is of the utmost im¬ 
portance to human life. There is nothing that is 
more desirable for the common good of all the world: 
since, as they are mothers and mistresses of families, 
they have for some time the care of the education 
of their children of both sorts, they are intrusted with 
that which is of the greatest consequence to human life. 

As the health and strength, or weakness of our 
bodies, is very much owing to their methods of treat¬ 
ing us when we were young i so the soundness or 
folly of our minds is not less owing to their first 
tempers and ways of thinking, which we eagerly re¬ 
ceived from the love, tenderness, authority, and con¬ 
stant conversation of our mothers. 


As we call our first language our mother-tongue, 
so we may as justly call our first tempers our mother- 
tempers; and perhaps it may be found more easy to 
forget the language, than to part entirely with jjtose 
tempers we learned in the nursery. 

It is therefore to be lamented, that the sex, on 
whom so much depends, who have the first forming 
both of our bodies and our minds, are not only edu¬ 
cated in pride, but in the silliest and most contempti¬ 
ble part of it. 

Girls are indulged in great vanity; and mankind 
seemto consider them in no other view than ns so 
many painted idols, who are to allure and gratify 
their passions. 


ON EDUCATION. 


I TniNK we may assert that in a hundred men, there 
are more than ninety who are what they are, good 
or bad, useful or pernicious to society, from the in¬ 
struction they have received. It is on education that 
depends the great difference observable among them. 
The least and most imperceptible impressions re¬ 
ceived in our infancy, have consequences very im¬ 
portant, and of a long duration. It is with these 


first impressions, as with a river, whose waters we 
can easily turn, by different canals, in quite opposite 
courses, so that from the insensible direction the 
stream receives at its source, it takes different direc¬ 
tions, and at last arrives at places far distant from 
each other; and with the same facility we may, I 
think, turn the minds of children to what direction 
we please. 
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